
Special Educational Needs Information report 2014-15 

 
One governor (Jayne Ingman) has the responsibility of monitoring Special Educational Needs 

(SEN) provision at Skinners’. This is the governor report. It includes the SEN information 

described in section 69(3) of the Children and Families Act 2014, as prescribed in The Special 

Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014 [SI 2014/1530]. 

The 2014-15 year started with a new national approach for the provision of SEN and 

Disability at all schools. This arose from a revised SEN Code of Practice. As a result the 

school’s SEN Policy was re-drafted, approved by the governors in the autumn of 2014, and 

teaching staff were introduced to the Code of Practice and its practical implications on the 

first INSET day of the year in September. A copy of the SEN policy is available on the school 

website 

In practice, the school continues to cater for Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, ADHD, ASD, physical and 

sensory impairment and mild social and mental health issues. 

We identify pupils with SEN through information gleaned from parents and primary schools, 

through educational psychologists’ reports, through CAT tests and through teacher referral. 

Our SEN Co-ordinator, Marije Field, currently has 83 pupils on the SEN register, with two 

pupils with an EHCP (formerly a Statement).  She works with approximately 50 of them on a 

regular basis, either in a group or one to one. The work focuses on their particular need, 

with study skills incorporated into most sessions.  

To encourage Inclusion, the SENCO has delivered one PSHE lesson per year group dedicated 

to Inclusion. This lesson, to all classes in Years 8, 9 and 10 is an opportunity to inform and 

discuss inclusion, tolerance, self –esteem and resilience. 

She also runs a Parents’ Support Group, meeting once a term. This Support Group provides 

information about Learning Difficulties and encourages parents to exchange information 

about ways to support their children in the home environment as well as at school. Topics 

such as homework, sleep patterns, stress, exam preparation and limiting screen time have 

been discussed this year. 

Marije makes teachers aware of pupils’ difficulties via the SEN Register and Pupil Profiles, 

via weekly staff briefings, an SEN notice board, and by virtue of SEN being a standing item 

on Heads of Department agendas. 

The school’s notional SEN funding (38,931 in 2014-15) is used for the SENCO and helps 

purchase specialist equipment (laptops/ tablets, software, handwriting schemes) and 

resources for social communication (Talk About/ visual prompt cards/ Lego therapy). 



There has been a focus on teaching strategies to support teachers with differentiation in 

their lessons in order to enable pupils with SEN to progress. One whole staff training session 

in January 2015, run by Katie Skinner, an outreach teacher from Broomhill Bank School, was 

devoted to teaching pupils with ASD.  

On rare occasions, pupils with SEN have followed an adapted curriculum: two year 11 pupils 

did not take a modern language at GCSE for example, and a Year 9 pupil has stopped 

studying RS and will not take the GCSE. In general however, given the starting points of our 

pupils, the curriculum is generally not modified; however, lessons are differentiated to 

support Learning Difficulties. 

Marije has worked with CAMHS, LIFT meetings, Speech and Language (via the ITAC form), 

Educational Psychologist reports and GP referral, in order to triangulate the support 

available to pupils with SEN. She has also referred pupils to our in-house counsellor.  

In addition she has been able to access Specialist Equipment through KCC Communication 

and Assertive Technology Team; for example a Zoom Twix Camera for enlargement from 

text books and board. 

In terms of preparing pupils for life, PSHE, Economics, Civics (in the Sixth Form) and form 

tutor time are designed to give all pupils the resources to cope with adulthood, whilst the 

opportunities for leadership are available to, and taken up by, all groups of pupils. Students 

with SEN litter our current Prefect team for example. 

Skinners’ School ‘s accessibility is limited due to the historic building structure, but 

reasonable adjustments have been made to encourage access for all, and all new buildings 

are built to ensure full accessibility. 

There are no barriers to SEN pupils accessing every part of the curriculum and every activity 

offered at school. Full participation is assumed for all pupils and reasonable adjustments 

are continuously made. No pupil has been barred from a trip or activity due to SEN or 

disability, and the SENCO has ensured all staff are informed about behavioural difficulties or 

anxieties before embarking on a trip. 

There is no evidence at Skinners that boys with SEN lag behind other pupils in terms of 

progress or attainment. In 2014 at GCSE there was a slight gap – overall RaiseOnline 1053; 

SEN 1029; Statemented pupil 1075 – but there is no evidence of a correlation over years (in 

2013 SEN pupils outperformed the rest of the cohort). 

2015 results confirm this non-trend… 


